HISTORY AT ILLINOIS

THE NEW CHAIRMAN

As of August 15, 1974, Walter L. Am-
stein became chairman of the Department
of History, He succeeded Professor Robert
M. Sutton who had served in that capacity
since 1972, Professor Arnstein holds a
B.A. degree fram the City College of New
York, an M.A. degree from Columbia Uni-
versity, and a Ph.I). degree from North-
western University. Before moving to the
University of Illinois in 1968 he taught at
Rooseveit University in Chicage [where
he served for a year as acting dean of graduate studies) and, on a
visiting basis, at Northwestern University and the University of Chi-
cago. His scholarly interests arc focused on modern British history,
and he is the author of The Bradlaugh Case: A Study in Late Vie-
tarian Opinion and Politics {Oxford University Press, 1965} and
of Britain Yesterday and Today (D. C. Heath, 1966}, a survey of
British history since 1830; a third cdition of the work was promised
for 1976. His recent publications include *The Survival of the Vie-
torian Aristocracy” in F. C. Jaher, cd., The Rich, the Well Born,
and the Powerful (Urbana, 1974), “The Religious Issue in Mid-
Victorian Politics” in Albion {Summer, 1974}, “The Myth of the
T'riumphant Victerian Middle Class” in The Historian (February,
1975}, and “The Liberals and the General Election of 1945: A
Skeptical Note” in The Journal of British Studies {May, 1975).

He has alse contributed articles or reviews to such journals as
Irish Historical Studies, History Today, the Journal of Modern
History, the American Historical Review, and Victorian Studies. He
served as a member of the Board of Advisers of the last-named
joural from 1966 to 1975, He has also served as a member of the
National Exccutive Committee and as program chairman of the
Conference on British $tudies, and he is a Fellow of the Royal His-
torical Socicty. In January, 1974, be won even greater notoricty by
making an appearance on the TV quiz show “Jeopardy.” His wife
is a pianist, and he has two college-age children whose interests are
artistic or musical rather than historical.

At a time when the great economic and academic boom of the
19G0s is clearly at an end, the Department of History of the Uni-
versity of Illineis is no more exempe than any other from being
compelled to adapt to changing circmmnstances. As Professor Am-
stein suggested to the first Department meeting of the 1974-75
academic year, the nineteentli-century British Liberal Party mottao,
“Peace, Retrenchment, and Reform,” might serve as a useful guide,
From the student’s point of view there may well be silver linings:
greater faculty continuity and more personal attention. As for the
wider socicty within which the Department and the University oper-
ate, surely a period of economic downtum and world uncertainty is
the very sert of time when the sense of perspective that a study of
history can provide becomes most necessary.

RANDALL CHAIR INAUGURAL

Professor Robert W. Johannsen delivered the inaugural lecture
as the first J. G, Randall Distinguished Professor of History to an
appreciative audience in the auditorium of the College of Law on
the evening of December 5, 1974 The title of Dr. Johannsen’s lece
ture was “A New Era for the United States: Americans and the
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MICHAEL ROGER SCHER

The Department of History was shocked and saddencd
by the sudden death of Assistant Professor Michael R. Scher
on Saturday, January 25, 1975, Dr, Scher was born in Chicage,
HNlinois on March 21, 1942, and was educated at the Univer-
sity of California at Los Angeles, where he reccived his under-
graduate degree in 196+, his master’s degree in 1966, and his
doctorate in 1972,

He joined the stafl of the University of Illinois Department
of History in Septcmber, 1972, after having taught at UCLA
for one year. An cxtremely enthusiastic and popular teacher,
he offered courses in nincteenth- and  twenticth-century
European history, and courses in the contemporary world,
He had published a brief article in Les Caliers de Plroise and
a longer one, “Neither War nor Nation: The Rise of Revo-
lutionary Antimilitarism in France, 1870-1900,” in La Reovue
Roumaine d’Histoire. At the time of his death he was in the
process of completing a large manuscript on the French
pacifist, Gustave Hervé.

Dr. Scher participated in the Seventh Annual Tllinois
Conference of Community College, College, and University
Teachers in October, 1974, at Allerton House, and spoke on
a topic in which he was eminently qualified, *Involvement in
Teaching and Leaming — A Lesson in Dynamies.”

His many friends in Champaign-Urbana and the faculty
of the Department of History deeply mourn his untimely
passing.

War with Mexico.,” Professor Walter L. Amstein presided at the
inaugural lecture and introduced Professor James Harvey Young
(Ph.D. 1941} of Emory University who spoke for the Randall
family with genuine warmth and appreciation. Friends of the
Johannsens and representatives of the scholarly community from
around Illincis and necighboring states were in attendance. Dr.
Johannsen's lecture, along with the remarks of Professors Amstein
and Young, has been published by the University of Illinois Press.
Copies of the leciure may be requested from the University of 1lli-
nois Press, Urbana, Ilincis 61801,

NEW FACULTY

After serving as a visiting assistant pro-
fessor during the 1973-74 academic year,
Dr. John Haywood Pructt has joined the
Department of Iistory as an assistant pro-
fessor of history in the Colonial American
field. Dr, Pruett is a native of Virginia and
took his first degree, with a major in his-
tory, at the University of Virginia in 1969.
Ie was awarded the Ph.). by Princeton
University in June, 1973, with a dissertation
eatitled “The Anglican Clergy of Leicester-
shire and the Cathedral Clergy of Lincoln, 1660-171+." In addition
to offering courses in Coloninl American history, Pructt has assisted
with the survey courses in U.S. history and has coordinated the
Department’s developing role in quantitative studies.
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12 HISTORY AT ILLINOIS

Louis C. Smith, assistant professor at Arizona State University,
read a paper at the Fourth National Popular Culture Association
meeting {Milwaukee) in May, 1974, and has had bock reviews
published in The Best Seller: Abstracts in American History and
Fife. He is scrving ns president of the Arizona State University unit
of the American Federation of Teachers.

George B Stow, Jr., assistant professor of histery at LaSalle
College (Philadelphia), expects his book Historia Vitae et Regni
Ricardi Secundi: A Critical Edition 10 be published during 1976
by the University of Pennsylvania Press, His several articles include
“Some New Manuscripts of the Vita Ricardi Secundi, 1377-14027
published in Vol. XIX of Menuseripta (1975}, He has also de-
livered papers to the Sewanee Medicval Colloquium in 1974 and
to the Tenth Annual Medicval Studies Conference at Western Michi-
gan University in 1975,

James Zimmerman, associate professor of history at Tri-State
University (Angola, Indiana), has been named department chair-
man, IHe recently delivered a paper to the Great Lakes History
Conference.

1973

Guy L. Lewis is associnte professor of history at Greenville Col-
lege in Greenville, Tllinois.

Jon F. McKenna is a postdoctoral fellow at the Institute for
Social and Policy Studies at Yale University.

Thomas Schlunz was promoted from instructor to assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of History at the University of New Or-
leans. e delivered a paper at the Medieval Conference in Kala-
mazoo, Michigan in May, 1974,

Leonard Schiup is enjoying his work as assistant professor of
history and government at the Texas Woman’s University in Den-
ton, Texas. Several articles by him are scheduled for publication
in the near future,

Timothy C. Sullivan writes that he had *a rather unmomentous
year.” He is serving as a legislative analyst with the Ohio Legisia-
tive Service Commission,

1974

Judy Roscnbaum Mohraz continues as assistant professor of
history at Southern Methodist University,

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

During the tast two years, Epsilon chapter of Phi Alpha Theta
has continued to prosper with the addition of niembers at two ini-
tiation ceremonies in 1974-75, Jeff Brown was president for the

period 1974-75, while Barry Wood is currently in charge of the
arganization. As a result of the gencrous contributions of the mem-
hers of the Department, Phi Alpha Theta book sales offered a wide
varicty of bhooks in history and other subjects, Money received by
the organization was used to sponsor the Department picnic at the
Knights of Columbus Park as well as the spring banquet. The
speaker at the 1974 banquet was Professor Irene Neu of Indiana
University. Professor Gilbert Fite of Eastern Illinois University
addressed the 1975 banquet.

Phi Alpha Theta and the History Graduate Student Association
have joined to sponsor several activities, They support the partics
following the preliminary doctoral examinations cach semester, and
they have undertaken peer advising for gradunte students at regis-
tration. In addition they have cstablished a joint office in room
424A, appropriately enough next to the coffee room. The office
serves as a storage space for organizational materials, an anncx for
coffee room discussions, and a study room for graduate students,

The DBritish IHistory Association continues to offer its monthly
schedule of excellent meals and fine speakers. Speakers from outside
the University have included Professors Lon Shelby of Southem
Illineis University, Emmet Larkin of the University of Chicago,
James Barnes of Wabash College, Michael Young of Illinois Wes-
leyan University, James Schmiechen of Ilinois State University, and
Jeanne Petersen of Indiana University. Speakers from within the
University of Ttlinois were Professors Bennett Hill, Blair Kling,
Caroline Hibbard, . L. Amstein, Amy Gattlich, Sheila Johansson,
Robert McColley, Robert IHalshand, and Catherine Kappaul. The
organization has prospered under the able administration of Stephen
Shafer.

The academic year 1975-76 has seen the formation of a new
organization, the Undergraduate History Association.

AWARDS

At the spring banquet, the Joseph Swain Prize for the best grad-
uate student essay went to Mark Michelson (in 1974) and Carolee
Funk {in 1975). The Lawrence Marcellus Larson scholarship award
for excellence in the fields of English and medieval history went to
Esther Simon (in 1974} and Patrice Fitch {in 1975). Wayne Nie-
mann was awarded the second Frederick S. Rodkey Prize in Rus-
sian history in 1974, Also in 197+, Thomas Compton, Melvin Adel-
man, and Parks Coble werc given the Swain Graduate Publication
Award for articles they had written. The Martha Belle Barrett Prize
for outstanding undergraduate work in history went to Richard
Saller, James Flerr, and Roger White in 1974, and to Gary Reger,
William Soderstrom, and David Rock in 1975.
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