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EDUCATION
Ph.D., 1980, U. S. History, University of Rochester

M.A., 1973, U. S. History, University of Rochester

B.A., 1971, History, University of Michigan 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS
2012-2013: Rogers Distinguished Fellow in Nineteenth-Century American History, The Huntington Library, San Marino, California
2006 to 2016:  J. G. Randall Distinguished Professor of History and Professor of African American Studies, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

1997-2006: University of California, Santa Cruz.
    
1993-1994: Visiting Scholar in the Department of History, Columbia University, and at the Center for Studies of Social Change, New School for Social Research, New York City
1986-1997: University of Cincinnati.  

1981-1986:  Director of Research and Writing, American Social History Project, Graduate Center of the City University of New York.  

1985-86:  Visiting Assistant Professor of History, Graduate School and University Center, City University of New York.

Fall, 1985:  Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of History, Columbia University. 

1981-1985:  Senior Research Scholar, Graduate School and University Center, City University of New York.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 
2004-2007, 2010-2013: Distinguished Lecturer, Organization of American Historians.

2004 to the present: Advisory Committee, the Lincoln Book Prize.

2006 to 2013: Associate Editor, North & South magazine.

2001 to the present: Editorial Committee, American Nineteenth Century History. 

2000 to the present: Editorial Advisory Board, Ohio Valley History.

2002 to 2009: Advisory Committee, National Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission.

2004 to 2007:  Binkley-Stephenson Award Committee, Organization of American Historians (chair, 2005-6).

1997 to 1999: National Advisory Council, National Underground Railroad and Freedom Center project.

1990 to 1997:  Editorial Board, International Labor and Working-Class History; 1997 to the present, Consulting Editor.

1993-94:  Visiting Scholar, Department of History, Columbia University, and at the Center for Studies of Social Change, New School for Social Research (now New School University), New York City.

PUBLICATIONS AND WORKING PAPERS
Books
The Fall of the House of Dixie: The Civil War and the Social Revolution that Transformed the South.  New York: Random House, 2013.  Audio edition from Recorded Books, 2013.  

Italian edition entitled La guerra civile americana: Una nuova storia. Turin: Giulio Einaudi editore, 2015.  An excerpt from this edition appeared in the September 23, 2015 edition of L'Osservatore Romano under the title, "Al tempo della guerra civile americana: L’ultima notte da schiavi."
Confederate Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the Civil War.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. 

Half Slave and Half Free: The Roots of Civil War.  New York: Hill & Wang (a division of Farrar, Straus & Giroux), 1992.  Revised edition, 2005.  

An excerpt was reprinted under the title, “The Economic Divisions that Contributed to Civil War,” in Major Problems in American History, ed. Elizabeth Cobbs-Hoffman, Edward J. Blum, and Jon Gjerde, 3rd ed., vol. 1 (Wadsworth, 2011), pp. 407-413.
The Spirit of 1848: German Immigrants, Labor Conflict, and the Coming of the Civil War.  Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1992.  

Who Built America?  Working People and the Nation's Economy, Politics, Culture & Society.  1st ed., New York: Pantheon Books.  Principal author, volume one (1990).  Co-author, volume two (1992). 

Work and Society: A Reader.  Co-editor and contributor.  Detroit: Wayne State University, 1977.  

Essays, Chapters in Books, and Pamphlets
"Why Northerners Voted for Abraham Lincoln," Major Problems in American History, 4th ed. (Cengage, in press), vol. 1, pp. 379-385.
"Lessons of the Second American Revolution," Jacobin: A Magazine of Culture & Polemic (summer 2015), pp. 35-41.
"The Confederate Flag Was Always Racist," Politico Magazine, June 27, 2015, online at <http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/06/confederate-flag-always-racist-119481.html?ml=m_u4_1#.VZBSG6aLUfo>
 “E. P. Thompson's Flawed Conception of Class,” Against the Current, No. 166 (Sept. 2013), p. 15.
“The Failure of Compromise,” Apr. 2012, online at the website of the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, <http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/civil-war-and-reconstruction-1861-1877/failure-compromise>

“‘The Vital Element in the Republican Party’: Antislavery, Nativism, and Abraham Lincoln,” in the Journal of the Civil War Era (Dec. 2011), pp. 481-505.  Reprinted in Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy, ed. Nicholas Buccola (University Press of Kansas 2016).
“The Myth of Black Confederates,” in Race, Slavery and the Civil War: The Tough Stuff of American History and Memory, ed. James O. Horton and Amanda Kleintop. Richmond: Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission, 2011, pp. 41-45.
“The Riddles of Confederate Emancipation,” in History Now: American History Online, website of the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, No. 26 (Dec. 2010). <http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/american-civil-war/essays/riddles-%E2%80%9Cconfederate-emancipation%E2%80%9D>
“The Myth of the Black Confederates,” Washington Post, Oct. 31, 2010; “‘Southern Independence’ Not Defended by ‘Black Confederates,’” Fredericksburg, Va., Free-Lance Star, Sept. 19, 2010.

“Myth and Reality: Black Confederates,” North & South magazine, vol. 10, no. 2 (July 2007), pp. 40-45.

“Could the Confederacy Have Won the Civil War,” contribution to a roundtable discussion, North & South, vol. 9, no. 2 (Apr. 2006), pp. 12-25.

“Thinking about the Unthinkable: ‘Confederate Emancipation’ and Its Meaning,” North & South, vol. 8, no. 6 (Oct. 2005), pp. 14-23. 

“Black Confederates and Neo-Confederates: In Search of a Usable Past,” in Race, Slavery and Public History: The Tough Stuff of American Memory, ed. James Oliver Horton and Lois E. Horton.  New York: The New Press, 2006, pp. 187-211.

“Horatio Alger in the Cotton Fields?  Herbert Gutman and the Debate over Slave Consciousness,” Introduction to the 2003 edition of Slavery and the Numbers Game: A Critique of Time on the Cross, by Herbert G. Gutman.  Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003, pp. xi-xx.  (This book originally appeared in 1975.)


“Immigrants and Refugees: Who Were the Real Forty-Eighters in the United States?” in Exiles from European Revolutions: Refugees in Mid-Victorian England, ed. Sabine Freitag.  New York and Oxford, Eng.: Berghahn Books, 2003, pp. 234-250.  

“Conservatism, Nativism, and Slavery: Thomas R. Whitney and the Origins of the Know Nothing Party,” in the Journal of American History, vol. 88 (Sept. 2001), pp. 455-488.

“On Capitalism, Modernity, and Backwardness,” in The American South and the Italian Mezzogiorno: Essays in Comparative History, ed. Enrico dal Lago and Rick Halpern.  London: Palgrave, 2001, pp. 233-240.

“‘What Did We Go to War For?’: Confederate Emancipation and Its Meaning,” in The American Civil War: Explorations & Reconsiderations, ed. Susan-Mary Grant and Brian Holden Reid.  London: Longman, 2000, pp. 239-64.  This volume has been revised and reissued as Themes of the American Civil War: The War between the States (New York and Abingdon, Eng.: Routledge, 2009).
“Die ‘Freiheit zu Leben’: die Achtundvierziger-Immigranten und das Problem der Arbeit in den USA,” (“The ‘Liberty of Living’: Immigrant ‘Forty-eighters and the Labor Problem in the United States,” in Achtundvierziger/Forty-Eighters: Die deutsche Revolution von 1848/49, die Vereinigten Staaten und der amerikanische Brgerkrieg [Forty-Eighters: The German Revolution of 1848-49, the United States, and the American Civil War], ed. Wolfgang Hochbruck, Ulrich Bachteler, and Henning Zimmermann.  Mnster: Westfaelisches Dampfboot Verlag, 2000, pp. 42-53.  

“The Liberty of Living: Immigrant Forty-Eighters Confront Labor in America/Die Freiheit zu leben: Deutsche 1848er und frhe Arbeitskaempfe in den USA,” Perspektiven: Internationale StudentInnenzeitung, No. 34-35 (Dec. 1998), pp. 40-44.

“‘Against All Slavery, Whether White or Black’: German-Americans and the Irrepressible Conflict,” in Crosscurrents: African-Americans, Africa, and Germany in the Modern World, ed. David McBride, LeRoy Hopkins, and C. Aisha Blackshire-Belay.  Columbia, S.C.: Camden House, 1998.

“The History of Politics and the Politics of History,” International Labor and Working-Class History, vol. 46 (Fall 1994), pp. 58-62. 

The Migration of Ideology and the Contested Meaning of Freedom: German America in the Mid Nineteenth Century.  Occasional Paper No. 7, German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., 1993.

“Community Divided: German Immigrants, Social Class, and Political Conflict in Antebellum Cincinnati,” in Ethnic Diversity and Civic Identity: Patterns of Conflict and Cohesion in Cincinnati since 1820, ed. Henry Shapiro and Jonathan Sarna.  Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1992, pp. 46-93.  

“‘Liberty Is Almost a Religion Among You’: On Culture, Class, and Conflict in German-America, 1840-1860,” in Studi Emigrazione/Etudes Migrations (Rome), vol. 28 (Sept. 1991), pp. 379-92.

“Immigrants, Class, and Politics: German-American Working People and the Fight Against Slavery,” in The German Forty-Eighters in the United States, ed. Charlotte Brancaforte.  Frankfurt and New York: Peter Lang, 1989.

“Beggarly Sans-Culottes!”: A Study of German-American Workers in Two Revolutions, 1848-1860,” in Pourquoi n’y a-t-il pas de socialisme aux Etats-Unis/Why Is There No Socialism in the United States, ed. Jean Heffer and Jeanine Rovet.  Paris: Editions de L”Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 1988, pp. 121-40.    

“In the Heat of Two Revolutions: The Forging of German-American Radicalism,”  in Struggle A Hard Battle : Working-Class Immigrants, ed. Dirk Hoerder.  DeKalb, Ill.: Northern Illinois University Press, 1986, pp. 19-45.  

“Immigrant Workers, ‘Equal Rights,’ and Antislavery: The Germans of Newark, New Jersey,” Labor History, vol. 25 (1984), pp. 26-52.

“Free Soil, Free Labor, and Freimaenner: German Chicago in the Civil War Era,” in German Workers in Industrial Chicago: 1850-1910: A Comparative Perspective, ed. Hartmut Keil and John Jentz.  DeKalb, Ill.: Northern Illinois University Press, 1983, pp. 163-82.      

“U. S. Labor, 1836-1936: A Century of Change and Struggle,” in Work and Society, ed. M. Glaberman, B. Levine, and M. Robischon.  Detroit: Wayne State University, 1977.

Other
Introduction to the microfilm/CD-ROM collection, Die 1848er Revolutionaere und ihre Einflsse in den USA/The German 1848 Revolutionaries -- Their impact on 19th century America. Wildberg, Germany: Belser Wissenschaftlicher Dienst, 1998 (Quelleneditionen zur Geschichte der Deutschen in Amerika, 1).

“Key Changes in Northern Life between the Revolution and the Civil War,” prepared under contract for the American History Workshop for use in the National Trust for 

Historic Preservation’s exhibit at the Gaylord Building in Lockport, Illinois, Jan. 1998.

Book Reviews and Review Essays

Review of After Slavery: Race, Labor, and Citizenship in the Reconstruction South, ed. Bruce E. Baker and Brian Kelly, in the American Historical Review, vol. 119 (Dec. 2014), pp. 1695-96.
"Marx Finds A Hostile Biographer," review essay of Karl Marx: A Nineteenth-Century Life, by Jonathan Sperber, in Labor: Studies in Working-Class History of the Americas, vol. 11 (fall 2014), pp. 87-91.   

Review of We Have the War Upon Us: The Onset of the Civil War, Nov. 1860-Apr. 1861, by William J. Cooper, Jr., in the Civil War Book Review (fall 2012), online at  <http://www.cwbr.com/index.php?q=5261&field=ID&browse=yes&record=full&searching=yes&Submit=Search>
Review of The Civil War Remembered, ed. John Latschar and Robert K. Sutton, in The Public Historian, vol. 34 (Winter 2012), pp. 127-28.

Review of The American Road to Capitalism: Studies in Class Structure, Economic Development and Political Conflict, 1620-1877, by Charles Post, in Against the Current, No. 156 (January/February 2012), pp. 35-36, 39.
Review of The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery, by Eric Foner, in the Journal of American History, vol. 98 (June 2011), pp. 157-58.
Review of Beyond Garrison: Antislavery and Social Reform, by Bruce Laurie, in Labor: Studies in Working-Class History of the Americas, vol. 4 (Spring 2007), pp. 113-115.
Review of The Road to Disunion, Vol. 2: Secessionists Triumphant, 1854-1861, by William W. Freehling, in Civil War Book Review (May 2007), online at  <http://www.cwbr.com/index.php?q=3725&field=ID&browse=yes&record=full&searching=yes&Submit=Search>
Review of The Colors of Courage, Gettysburg’s Forgotten History: Immigrants, Women, and African Americans in the Civil War’s Defining Battle, by Margaret Creighton, in Civil War History, vol. 52 (June 2006), pp. 212-14.

Review of Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction, by Eric Foner and Joshua Brown, in Reviews in American History, vol. 34 (Mar. 2006), pp. 46-56.

Review of “We Are Lincoln Men”: Abraham Lincoln and His Friends, by David Herbert Donald, in the Chicago Tribune Sunday Magazine, Mar. 14, 2004.

Review of The Blessed Place of Freedom: Europeans in Civil War America, by Dean B. Mahin, in the Newsletter of the Society of Civil War Historians, vol. 16 (Nov. 2003), 
p. 2.

Review of Of One Blood: Abolitionism and the Origins of Racial Equality, by Paul Goodman, in the Journal of American History, vol. 85 (Dec. 1999), p. 1341.

Review of Why the Civil War Came, ed. Gabor S. Boritt, in the Journal of American History, 84 (June 1998), pp. 243-44.

Review of Sylvia Pankhurst: Sexual Politics and Political Activism, by Barbara Winslow, in International Labor and Working-Class History, no. 54 (Fall 1998), pp. 153-56.

Review of Women’s Work, Men’s Work: The Informal Slave Economies of Lowcountry Georgia, by Betty Wood, in the American Historical Review, vol. 101 (Oct. 1996), pp. 1280-81.

Review of Lincoln, Land, and Labor, 1809-60, by Olivier Fraysee, in Labour/Le Travail  (summer 1996), pp. 322-25.

Review of Cultivation and Culture: Labor and the Shaping of Slave Life in the Americas, ed. Ira Berlin and Philip D. Morgan, in International Labor and Working Class History (spring 1995), pp. 141-44.

Review of Labor Visions and State Power, by Victoria C. Hattam, in the American Historical Review, vol. 99 (Oct. 1994), pp. 1396-97.

“St. Louis Blues: Business, Slavery, and Urban History,” review essay in Reviews in American History, vol. 21 (1993), pp. 37-44.

Review of Aspirations and Anxieties: New England Workers & the Mechanized Factory System, 1815-1850, by David A. Zonderman, in the American Historical Review, vol. 98 (Apr., 1993), pp. 559-60.

Review of News from the Land of Freedom: German Immigrants Write Home, ed. W. D. Kamphoefner, W. Helbich, and U. Sommer, in the Journal of American History, vol. 79 (Sept. 1992), p. 654.

Review of Little Germany: Ethnicity, Religion, and Class in New York City, 1845-80, by Stanley Nadel, in Social History (London), vol. 17 (Jan. 1992), pp. 132-35.

Review of Your True Marcus: Civil War Letters of a Jewish Colonel, ed. Frank L. Byrne and Jean P. Soman, in Civil War History, vol. 33 (1988), pp. 353-54. 

Review of Solidarity or Survival: American Labor and European Immigrants, 1830-1924 by A. T. Lane, in the Journal of American History, vol. 75 (1988), pp. 252-53.

Review of The Social Organization of Early Industrial Capitalism, by Michael B. Katz, Michael J. Doucet, and Mark J. Stern, in the American Journal of Sociology, vol. 90 (1984), pp. 222-24.

Review of The Harder We Run: Black Workers Since the Civil War by William Harris, in the Journal of American Ethnic History, vol. 3 (1984), pp. 107-109.
Invited Papers, Public Lectures, and Professionals Panels
"Buchanan and Stevens's Political World," keynote presentation (with James Oakes), conference on "The Worlds of Thaddeus Stevens and James Buchanan: Race, Gender, and Politics in the Civil War Era," The President James Buchanan National  Symposium, Lancaster, Penn., Lancaster County Historical Society, Sept. 18, 2015.

 "The Fall of the House of Dixie: The Civil War and the Destruction of Slavery," Cincinnati, the Mercantile Library, June 4, 2015; Boston Athenaeum, Mar. 27, 2014.
"1864 and the Beginning of the End," keynote lecture, annual Abraham Lincoln-Benjamin P. Thomas Symposium, Old State Capitol State Historic Site, Springfield, Illinois, Feb. 11, 2014.   

"Marx Finds a Hostile Biographer," panel discussion of Jonathan Sperber, Karl Marx: A Nineteenth-Century Life (2013), Labor History New Book Symposium, the Newberry Library, Chicago, Nov. 9, 2013.
"Some Socio-Political Dynamics of the U.S. Civil War," plenary session entitled "New Perspectives on Emancipation," Southern Historical Association, St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 1, 2013.
“Reshaped by the ‘Logic of Events’: Changing Views of Slavery and Race in the Union and Confederacy,” plenary lecture, symposium entitled “Home Front: Daily Life in the Civil War North,” co-sponsored by the Terra Foundation for American Art and the Newberry Library, Chicago, Ill., Oct. 18, 2013.
“Anatomy of a Revolution: The Dynamics of the U.S.’s Civil War,” The Huntington Library, San Marino, California, Apr. 29, 2013. 

“The Civil War and the Destruction of Slavery,” Alsip, Illinois, Civil War Roundtable, March 18, 2015; Vroman’s Bookstore, Pasadena, California, Jan. 16, 2013; Chicago Civil War Roundtable, Chicago Union League, January 11, 2013; Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum, Jan. 9, 2013; The Huntington Library, San Marino, California, Oct. 24, 2012; Champaign-Urbana Civil War Roundtable, Oct. 24, 2013.
“The U.S.’s Civil War and the Age of Revolutions,” keynote address,
international conference entitled “The Transnational Significance of the American Civil War: A Global History,” the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., Sept. 20, 2012.
“Recent Trends in Civil War Historiography,” NEH Summer Institute for College and University Teachers, sponsored by the American Social History Project, Graduate Center, City University of New York, July 12, 2012.
 “The U.S. Civil War as a Democratic Revolution,” the Left Forum, Pace University, New York City, Mar. 17, 2012.
“The Indispensable Lincoln,” the Chicago History Museum, Mar. 3, 2012.

“Why the Upper South Left the Union in 1861,” public forum entitled, “Did the Real War Ever Get in the Books?: New Scholarship and the Civil War,” sponsored by the American Social History Project, Graduate Center, City University of New York, Feb. 3, 2011. 
“A Recipe for Civil War,” plenary-session roundtable, Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Houston, Texas, Mar. 17, 2011.

“Abraham Lincoln as a Revolutionary Leader,” Whitney Young Magnet High School, Chicago, Feb. 10, 2012; Western Illinois University, Nov. 11, 2010; symposium on “Lincoln: Yesterday and Today,” University of Illinois College of Law, Urbana, Apr. 1, 2010; Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, Springfield, Ill., June 9, 2007.
“‘The Only Substantial Dispute’: Slavery as the Taproot of the Civil War,” 13th Annual Chicago Civil War Symposium, co-sponsored by the National Archives at Chicago and the First Division Foundation and Museum, Wheaton, Ill., Oct. 2, 2010. 

 “The Myth of the Black Confederates,” 2010 Signature Conference of the Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission, Norfolk State University, Norfolk, Virginia, Sept. 24, 2010.
Panelist, roundtable discussion of “The Resurging Relevance of Marxism and the Black Experience in the Era of Global Capitalism,” Department of African American Studies, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Feb. 22, 2010.

Chair, panel entitled, “New Perspectives on Antislavery and Proslavery Politics in the 1850s,” annual meeting, Society for the History of the Early American Republic, Springfield, Ill., July 17, 2009.

Panelist, “Abraham Lincoln and His Contemporaries” and “The Outbreak of War,” Lincoln Authors Conference, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfield, Ill., Feb. 12, 2009.

“The Myth of the Black Confederates,” Eastern Washington University, Oct. 2, 2008. 

“Confederate Emancipation,” Eastern Washington State Historical Society, Spokane,  Oct. 2, 2008.
“Confederate Emancipation,” the 11th Annual Elizabeth Roller Bottimore Lecture, cosponsored by the University of Richmond and the Museum of the Confederacy, Richmond, Va., Sept. 28, 2006; Antietam National Battlefield Museum, Sharpsburg, Maryland, Feb. 23, 2008; Civil War Roundtable, Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, Mar. 18, 2010.

“An Emancipation Proclamation from the Confederacy?”  Public seminar sponsored by the American Social History Project/Center for Media and Learning and the Ph.D. Program in History, Graduate Center, City University of New York, May 1, 2006.

“Confederate Emancipation and Its Meaning,” Center for the Study of Southern Life, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Jan. 30, 2006; Department of History forum, University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Jan. 31, 2006.

“Confederate Emancipation: Southern Plans to Free and Arm Slaves during the Civil War,” conference on The Civil War: Causes and Consequences, co-sponsored by the University of Toronto and York University, Toronto, June 2005.

“Herbert Gutman’s ‘Work, Culture, and Society’: A Retrospective,” Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Boston, Mar. 2004.

“Republicans, Nativists, and Abraham Lincoln,” George L. Painter Lecture, Abraham Lincoln Home National Historic Site, Springfield, Ill., Feb. 2003.  

“Objectivity vs. Neutrality in the Writing of History,” Department of History Undergraduate Forum, University of Toronto, May 2002.

“An Emancipation Proclamation for the Confederacy?” Center for Cultural Studies Lecture Series, University of California, Santa Cruz, Oct. 2001; Dean’s Lecture Series, Division of the Humanities, UCSC (at the Santa Cruz Museum of Art and History), Apr. 2000.

“The Origins of the Civil War,” lecture series, National Park Service Mather Training Service Center, Harpers Ferry, Virginia, Sept. 2000.
“Immigrants and Refugees: Who Were the ‘Real’ Forty-Eighters in the United States,”  conference entitled “The Island Refuge: European Exiles in England after 1848,” German Historical Institute, London, July 1999.

“The American South and the Italian Mezzogiorno: A Balance Sheet,” Commonwealth Fund Conference, “Two Souths: Towards an Agenda for Comparative Study of the American South and the Italian Mezzogiorno,” University College London, Jan. 1999.

“We Want the Liberty of Living”: German Immigrants and the Realities of Labor in America, 1840-1865,” presented in Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Freiburg, Tübingen, and Heidelberg (sponsored by the U. S. Information Service, the James-F.-Byrnes-Institut, and the Amerika Haus-Frankfurt), Oct. 1998, and at the Department of Sociology, University of Hannover, Nov. 1998. 
“Key Facts about Slavery in the Antebellum South,” meeting of the National Advisory Council of the National Underground Railroad and Freedom Center Project, Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept. 1997.

“Capitalism, Democracy, and Slavery: The Foundations of Antebellum Nativism,” guest lecture, Brüitish American Nineteenth Century Historians annual conference, Buckingham, England, Oct. 21, 1995; Seminar in American History, Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge University, Oct. 23, 1995; Cincinnati Seminar on the City, Cincinnati Historical Society, Nov. 8, 1995; Seminar in Social History, Newberry Library, Chicago, Dec. 12, 1995; plenum presentation, annual meeting of the Society for Historical Archaeology, Jan. 3, 1996.

“Nativism and Slavery Reconsidered: Thomas R. Whitney and the Order of United Americans,” annual conference of the Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Cincinnati, Ohio, July 23, 1995.

“Half Slave and Half Free: Slave Resistance and the Coming of the Civil War,” presented to the Walnut Hills Public Library Black History Reading Group, Cincinnati, Ohio, June 27, 1995; History Department forum, Thomas More College, Crestview Hills, Kentucky, Nov. 6, 1996.

“The German-American Turner and African-American Slavery,” symposium entitled “Shaping the Body Politic: The Turner Legacy,” Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 10, 1995.

“‘Against both White and Black Slavery”: German-Americans and the Irrepressible Conflict,” Conference entitled “Crosscurrents: African-Americans, Africa, and Germany,” Penn State University, Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 1994.

“German America and the Politics of Slavery: A Study in the Relationship between Nationality and Class,” Conference on “Race and Ethnicity: Relations between African Americans and Ethnic Groups in American Society,”cosponsored by the George Washington University, the University of Maryland, and the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., Sept. 23, 1994.

“Slaves, Immigrants, and the Free-Soil Elite: Northern Whigs in the Civil War Era,”  Center for Studies of Social Change, New School for Social Research, Mar. 18, 1994.

“Immigration and Class Formation in Nineteenth-Century America: The German Experience and Some Implications,” Fourteenth Annual North American Labor History Conference, Detroit, Michigan, Oct. 1992.

“German-Americans and the Multiple Meanings of Freedom,” German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., Mar. 1992; annual meeting of the Organization of American Historians, Chicago, Apr. 1992.

“Class, Nation, Tradition, and Emigration: German-America in the Nineteenth Century,”  conference on Tradition and the Working Class, Paris, Oct. 1991; Pittsburgh Inter-University Seminar on Working-Class History, Apr. 1992.

“‘Liberty Is Almost a Religion Among You”: On Culture, Class, and Conflict in German America, 1840-1860,” Seminar on Religion and Ethnic Communities in the United States and Canada, Rome, Mar. 1991.

“Solidarity and Internationalism: The Case of German-American Workers,” American Studies Association national meeting, New Orleans, Nov. 1990.

“Immigration, Industrialization, and the Politics of Antebellum America,” conference on “America as Seen from the Moon: Europe and North America in History,” Genoa, Italy, Sept. 1989.

“‘In the Spirit of 1848”: German-Americans and the Issues of the Civil War,” symposium organized by the Max Kade Institute for German-American Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Oct. 1986.

“Who Built America?  The Place of Labor History and Working People in U. S. History,”  Organization of American Historians annual meeting, New York City, Apr. 1986.

“Industrialization, Immigration, and Class Formation: New York’s German Population in the Civil War Era,”  Columbia University Seminar on the History of the Working Class, Mar., 1982; Columbia University Seminar on Ethnic Pluralism, Nov. 1984.

“Rewriting the History of American Working People: Central Issues and Outstanding Questions,” conference on the Future of American Labor History, Northern Illinois University, Oct. 1984. 

“Toward A New Synthesis in American History,” annual meeting of the Organization of American Historians, Los Angeles, Apr. 1984; annual meeting, Illinois Labor History Society, Chicago, Oct. 1984.

“Capitalism and Agrarian America,” public lecture cosponsored by the Social Thought and Political Economy Program and the Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Oct. 17, 1983.

“Where A Worker is Worth His Wage’: European Emigration and the Antebellum American Work Force,” conference on “Why There Is No Socialism in the U. S.,” Ecole 

des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, May 1983.

“Marcus Lee Hansen and The Atlantic Migration,” National Endowment for the Humanities seminar on Classics of Ethnic and Racial Literature, Columbia University, July 1984.

“The ‘Old Immigration’ to New York City,” Globus History Conference, College of the City of New York, Nov. 1983.

“Re-examining Immigration History,” Program Seminar, Department of Anthropology, Graduate School and University Center, City University of New York, Oct. 1983.

“In the Crucible of Two Revolutions: German-American Workers, 1840-1865,”  Organization of American Historians annual meeting, Apr. 1983.
Chair, panel on “‘Revolutionary Visions of a Second Founding’:  New Perspectives on Antislavery and Proslavery Politics in the 1850s,” annual conference, Society of Historians of the Early American Republic, Springfield, Illinois, July 17, 2009.

Chair, panel on “Radicalism, Repression and Resistance,” conference on “Rupture, Repression, and Uprising: Raced and Gendered Violence along the Color Line,” University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Apr. 3, 2008.
Chair, panel on “Mobilizing Delusion and Lucidity,” 23rd Annual Conference of the Western Humanities Alliance, Santa Cruz, California, Oct. 22, 2004.
Commentator, plenary panel at the conference entitled "Remaking North American Sovereignty: Towards a Continental History of State Transformation in the Mid-Nineteenth Century," at the Banff Center, Banff, Alberta, Canada, Aug. 1, 2015.
Commentator, panel on “German-American Dimensions of the Civil War Era,” Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting, Mobile, Alabama, November 3, 2012.
Commentator, Newberry Seminar in Labor History, “Defining and Controlling Labor in the Post-Revolutionary Slave South,” Apr. 17, 2007.

Commentator, panel on “Team Approaches to Transnational History,” conference on New Directions in Comparative and Transnational History, Munk Centre for International Studies, University of Toronto, May 30, 2002.

Commentator, panel on “The Economics of Louisiana Sugar: New Tools and New Paradigms,” Southern Historical Association annual meeting, New Orleans, Nov. 14, 2001.

Chair and sole commentator, panel on “Men in Public: Brotherhood, Identity, and Citizenship,” Organization of American Historians annual meeting, San Francisco, Apr. 1997. 

Chair and sole commentator, panel on “Computers in the Classroom,” national symposium on “Computers and History: The Future of History in the Electronic Age,” Cincinnati, May 1997.

Commentator, panel on “The Immigrant Labor Press in the Nineteenth Century,” Social Science History Association annual conference, Atlanta, Georgia, Oct. 1994.

Chair and commentator, panel on “Gender and World History: From the Specific to the General,” American Historical Association annual meeting, San Francisco, Jan. 1994.

Commentator, international symposium, “Mutual Images and Multiple Implications: American Views of Germany and German Views of America,” Center for European Studies, Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, Michigan, Apr. 1993.

Commentator, panel on “Labor in the Civil War: The German American Experience,”  annual meeting of the American Historical Association, Cincinnati, Dec. 1988. 

Commentator, panel on “Immigration and the Changing Chicago Labor Force, 1840-1920,”  Social Science History Association annual meeting, Nov. 1985.

Commentator, international symposium, “Workers and their Culture in Comparative Perspective,” sponsored by the Johns Hopkins University and the Volkswagen Foundation, Baltimore, Apr. 1984.

HONORS AND AWARDS 

Rogers Distinguished Fellow in 19th-Century American History, the Huntington, San Marino, California, 2012-13.
Arnold O. Beckman Research Award, University of Illinois Research Board, for 2011-12.
Faculty Fellowship, Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities, 2010-11.

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship at the Newberry Library, Chicago, for 2010-2011 (declined).

W. Augustus Low Annual Lecture, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, May 2008.

Delivered the Elizabeth Roller Bottimore Annual Lecture, University of Richmond and the Museum of the Confederacy, Sept. 2006.

Confederate Emancipation received the 2007 Peter Seaborg Award for Civil War Scholarship, was a finalist for the Jefferson Davis Book Award, and was named as one of the year’s best books by the Washington Post Book World.  It was also an alternate selection of the History Book Club, the Military Book Club, and the American Compass book club.

Distinguished Lecturer, Organization of American Historians, 2004-2007, 2010-.

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Research Stipend, 2003.

Excellence in Teaching Award, University of California, Santa Cruz, 1998-99.

The CD-ROM version of Who Built America? received the James Harvey Robinson Prize from the American Historical Association in 1994.

Half Slave and Half Free: The Roots of Civil War was an alternate selection of the History Book Club.

Various research grants, Committee on Research, Academic Senate, University of California, Santa Cruz, and the Institute for Humanities Research, UCSC, 1997-2005.

Instructional Development grant, Committee on Teaching, University of California, Santa Cruz, 1998.

Travel Grant, Committee on Research, Academic Senate, University of California at Santa Cruz, 1998, 2005.    

Various faculty research grants, University of Cincinnati, 1987-1996

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship in Historical Editing, Newberry Library, 1986 (declined).

American Council of Learned Societies, Travel Grant, 1983.

Herbert H. Lehman Fellowship, State of New York, 1972-75.

Phi Beta Kappa, University of Michigan, 1971.

PUBLIC HISTORY

“Confederate Emancipation,” lecture and discussion for a Teach American History project sponsored by the Urbana School District, Urbana, Ill., Mar. 14, 2010.
“Confederate Emancipation,” at the Champaign-Urbana, Ill., Civil War Roundtable, Mar. 18, 2010.
Lecture and seminar on “Free Soil and Slavery Expansion,” for a Teach American History project co-sponsored by Portland State University and the Portland public school system, Portland, Oregon, Feb. 4, 2006.
Lecturer and consultant on gender, race and politics in America, the 19th century, “Teach American History: Legacy of Freedom Project,” sponsored by the Salinas California High School District, June 15-17, 2005. 
Lectures and seminars, “Not Your Grand-Daddy’s Civil War.”  Two-day teacher conferences funded by grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities and sponsored by the Institute for Humanities Research, University of California, Santa Cruz, Sept. 2003 and Oct. 2004.

Member, Advisory Committee to the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, 2000 to the present.
Co-director and instructor, Conference on Critical Issues in History Education, National Park Service Stephen T. Mather Training Center, Harpers Ferry, August 15-17, 2000.

Consultant to the American History Workshop and the National Trust for Historic Preservation, for the Illinois and Michigan Canal Project, 1998. 

Member, National Advisory Council, National Underground Railroad and Freedom Center, 1997 to 1999.

Consultant, National Underground Railroad and Freedom Center Project, 1995-1997.

Consultant, Wisconsin Public Television, documentary film, The German Forty-Eighters, 1998.

Member, Board of Directors, American Social History Productions, 1984-1993.

Consultant and evaluator, exhibit on Workers and the Changing Workplace, 1850-1930, Cincinnati Historical Society, summer-fall, 1993.

Director of Research and Writing, American Social History Project, 1981-1986.


